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Celebrating collaboration for
an Ocean-Literate Society

Catherine McCann,
Executive Officer,
Irish Ocean Literacy Network (IOLN)

22 June 2026




Céad mile féi[te go = p——
hOilean na hEireann!

=4
g ¥ 4
5
e 2

P e
iéﬂg - S s
o E o —

’,"‘, ”

lrish
Ocean
Literacy
Network




Teresa | Kennedy Edifor

Ocean Literacy:

The Foundation

for the Success

of the Ocean Decade,
Volume |

Transforming Eduication; Research; and
Engagement

 cri aicess | 4 Springer

Tovosa ). Kennedy Editor

Ocean Literacy:

The Foundation

for the Success

of the Ocean Decade,
Volume ||

Fastering Commuenity, the Sustainabls Bive
Ectinomy; and the Arts

Tewosa ). Kennedy Fdifor

Ocean Literacy:

The Foundation

for the Success

of the Ocean Decade,
Volume lll

Accslarating Comimunication, Technelogy, and
ok Ve .

Glob

E Springer

o .\ Irish

«f,° B Ocean
Literacy
Network

ICASE 8™ WORLD CONFERENCE ON SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION
OFFICIAL BOOK LAUNCH — CORK, IRELAND 2026

International Council of Associations for Science Education
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The real map of Ireland

« One of the largest marine
territories in the EU.

* Includes Atlantic Ocean, Irish
Sea & Celtic Sea.

* -40% of our population live <5km
from the coast

STATISTICS

(from The Marine Institute)

Land area: 84,421 km?
Coastline: -7,711 km

Marine territory: >880,000 km?




o .\ Irish
«f,° B Ocean
Literacy
Network

Ocean literacy is ...an outcome.

A society that understands, values and cares
for the ocean, making decision sand
behaving in ways to ensure a healthy ocean,
to sustain all life — current and future.



Evolution of ocean literacy
(McKinley et al. 2023)
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OUR ORIGINS

EU project “Sea for Society” (2012-2015)
identified a need.

Established in 2016 as an informal network.
All-island approach.

Supported by the Marine Institute, BIM &
later through EU PREP4BLUE funding.

Secretariat based in Galway Atlantaquaria
between 2018-2024.

External review conducted in 2021 to
review structure and actions of the Network.
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What is the IOLN?
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Mckinley et al., (2023). The evolution of ocean literacy: A new
framework for the UN Ocean Decade and beyond
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Network

A network of practitioners who care for and connect
with the ocean.

We promote ocean literacy, helping people
understand how the ocean affects our lives and how
our actions affect the ocean.

Our members use all dimensions of ocean literacy,
from knowledge and awareness to emotion,
communication, access and action, to inspire more

informed and responsible relationships with the sea.



Who is the IOLN?
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Regional Meetings
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 Promote dialogue

* Focus on local issues Lettermulian,

May 2025

« In partnership with local
groups, projects or
councils oS bm

* In English and Irish

Kilmore Quay,
October 2024
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SZA BEXOND

ALL-ATLANTIC
BLUE 00

OCEAN LITERACY
WORLD CONFERENCE

Connecting People and Ocean

United Nations Decade

of Ocean Science

~ 2021-2030
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ICASE: Marine Strand @'o“

Cork, June 2026

Irish We hope everyone leaves this conference

Ocean having:
Literacy » Learned something new (L
Network « Met someone new

* Or been inspired to do something new .
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