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Ireland is a marine nation

• One of the largest marine 
territories in the EU.

• Includes Atlantic Ocean, Irish 
Sea & Celtic Sea.

• ~40% of our population live <5km 
from the coast

The Real Map of Ireland

STATISTICS 
(from The Marine Institute)

Land area:   84,421 km2

Coastline:   ~7,711 km

Marine territory: >880,000 km2



• 250+ Authors
• 42 countries/regions
• 80+ Peer Reviewers
• 65 Chapters
• 3 Volumes

ICASE 8TH WORLD CONFERENCE ON SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION  

OFFICIAL BOOK LAUNCH — CORK, IRELAND 2026



Communities come 
before strategies



Five things that defined the IOLN 

1. Began as a movement rather than an institution

2. Deliberately chose to amplify, rather than compete

3. Embraced an all-island perspective 

4. Brought together people who would not normally sit around the same table

5. Recognised that Ocean Literacy is not simply about increasing knowledge



Building a movement

Post 2024:

A sustainable Network is funded through 
membership fees, sponsorships and grants. 

Regional Meetings, Working Groups and 
Strategic Actions help the Network achieve 

its Goals and Objectives. 
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Amplify, don’t compete

A deliberately Member-first Network



All-island approach

Connecting people, 

organisations and 

communities 

across the island 

of Ireland.



Ocean Literacy belongs to everyone



Ocean Literacy is not just building knowledge

Mckinley et al., (2023). The evolution of ocean literacy: A new 
framework for the UN Ocean Decade and beyond An tsáile san fhuil  

“Salt in the blood” 



Weathering the storms

• No legal structure

• No access to funding

• No permanent staff

• Dependent on the goodwill and time of passionate people

YET

• Successful – grew beyond the structure that originally supported it



Formalisation



Strategic Objectives of the IOLN



How we work together

Working Groups

1. Understanding local activism 

2. Training and capacity building 

3. Education

4. Campaigns 

Communication & Resources

• Website, newsletter, social media

• Information sharing (e.g. directory of education programmes)

Projects

• GuardIAS



Where we are today



Looking to the future

“Ocean literacy is …an outcome. 

A society that understands, values and cares 
for the ocean, making decision sand 

behaving in ways to ensure a healthy ocean, 
to sustain all life – current and future.”

Diz Glitheroe



Communities built on trust 
have an extraordinary capacity 
to create change.



By promoting stronger connections 
between people and the ocean we 
encourage everyone to care for it.  

This helps more people make choices 
and take actions to ensure a healthy 
ocean. 

CHALLENGE 10

Restore society’s 
relationship with 

the ocean

WHAT IS THE IOLN?
Go raibh maith agaibh!

Thank you!


